Words Of Advice from Previous Classes

Understand that you’re not taking European History, you’re really taking British History with emphasis in 80’s culture and British humor 

Mainland likes it when you make references to things he said. It gives him a sort of pride that his words are so important.

As close to unconsciousness as you may come, it is good to listen because you never know what will fly of Mainland’s mouth, and you don’t want to miss all the crap he says. It is pretty entertaining.

Depending on how you approach this class, the decision to take it will either be one of the best decisions regarding your senior year, or the bane of your existence.

When Mainland says, “We’ve just got to get through this stuff”. Run far, far away because that period will suck.

For the really, really bad days, bring an Ipod and lots of chocolate.

Pay attention in class if you want to get a decent grade.

France is always the bitch of Europe. Germany is the bully, Poland gets picked on. Russia is the smelly kid no one likes. And Britain is number one, and always the answer.

Don’t think you can pass the class without grademakers-because you can’t.

Grademakers are titled that for a reason…They do make your grade.

Do Grademakers! Even if you know nothing on the test, you can still get a passing grade if you do them all.  Try to do them throughout the unit, but if you don’t ask your girlfriend to help copy them for you. 

Buy an AP Euro study guide, such as Princeton, and use it before tests. It makes Grademakers faster

Complain about the number of grademakers and he’ll lower the amount by at least three

Grademakers are like your mom; they may help you, but they can be a pain in the ass.

It does help to do the Grademakers for a chapter before a quiz. Trust me (but I know it won’t happen)!

Save all your grademakers so that you can show them of to your grandchildren as proof that teachers were still allowed to abuse their students when you were a kid.

There are study questions written on the back of the grademaker sheets?

Actually read the book, it’s good to know what the teacher is talking about and not just pretend to know what the teacher is talking about. Pretending won’t help you on the quizzes.

Quizzes are hard. Study

Listen to Mainland during class, it’s where he gets his bonus questions from and his tests are bloody hard.

Pay attention to small, seemingly obscure details. They will probably become difficult extra credit questions.

Study before the quizzes and tests. They are hard, they do count for a grade, they are hard to guess on.

Study for the quizzes and tests lest they kill thy grade.

Study for quizzes. This affected me a lot. I didn’t study at all and got a consistent 65% on quizzes throughout the year. Now I am really angry when I look at my 85% B, and see that if I had gotten 100% on all my quizzes I would have a 90%.

If all else fails, just cheat! It worked back in the revolution , and English people are still susceptible to it today.

Mainland sometimes forgets about Quizzes-DON’T REMIND HIM!

Mainland’s tests tend to send students flying like scared Frenchman, but be strong! Just remember that the longest answer is always correct.

You can say stupid things, but don’t go overboard with it.

When mainland says, “okay…”, To you, shut up hold your head in shame for you have wasted his precious time with a stupid comment. 

In the English language, “okay” means you are correct. Don’t confuse this with Mr. Mainland’s “ooooooookay,” Which means you are an imbecile. 

If Mr. Mainland responds to your historical fact with an “ok…” you are WRONG!

Mr. Mainland doesn’t really have much of a good side bad side thing. You can say a great thing one day and the next bad answer you give will get you the same stupid look.

You should take clear notes in class, don’t just write what is on Mainland’s power points  but also write what he says.

The readings are evil, boring and usually the size of a small planet
. 

Choose wisely where you sit, the class maybe divided accordingly.

Sit in various places in the classroom, including the floor.

Sit in the front of the dumb kids so you look smarter.

Mr. Mainland has a funny German accent - try and get him to speak as often as possible.

Try to get Mainland to sing.

Required watching: Eddie Izzard and the Monty Python (Holy Grail)

If you don’t know, Eddie Izzard is a British comedian. Enough said.

Watch Dressed to Kill before taking this class. That way you will understand over half the jokes.

Remember that Britain did everything first and trumps all other nations

Don’t take it personally, whatever ethnic slur he has created this time, he does it to everyone…even the British on very rare occasions. 
If you are really into “Political correctness”, have a strong pro-French sentiment and take offense easily, this is not the class for you, but take comfort in the fact that only British are safe from Mainland’s ridicule.

Don’t take anything Mainland says personally. He is like that with everyone.

Don’t take Mainland too seriously; he’s just mad that we won the war…

Have fun in the class….at anyone’s expense

Don’t be French, or Canadian, of German, or Polish, or any nationality besides British

When in doubt as to the answer of a question, just say Great Britain! If it’s a positive thing, And the French if it’s a negative thing.

Pretend you’re British.

Don’t be offended when Mainland makes fun of your culture, Religion, or ethnicity. Just do it back to him and everything will be square. There are plenty of dumb things the British did you can insult; you have a plethora of choices.

Ask for extensions if you’re really stressed about something. From time to time, Mainland will give them. He’s only heartless for the French.

Make fun of Mr. Mainland as much as you can, just expect to get it back worse.

Don’t be offended when Mainland switches sides on you in a debate.

Never take anything Mr. Mainland says personal or he will tease you more.

Also learn to know when he really serious and when he is kidding.

If you want to make Mr. Mainland laugh, make a list of things he says and then read then back to him.

Sometimes Mainland isn’t funny that is the perfect time to make fun of him

If you think you know everything, you don’t. Don’t just mumble under your breath about the uprising of the proletariat. If you think Mainland’s wrong, you might win respect by taking him on. (Unless you’re totally full of it…) 

If you resort to Bribery, Mainland has a weakness for dairy treats (ie: ice cream, weird European cheese.)

Bitch as much as you can, and get the other classes to bitch as much as they can, he will break eventually. (He’s married)

Life after the AP test is glorious 

Mainland’s heart is as cold as his room – bring a sweater.

One quick disclaimer: We can’t do anything about Mainland. Sorry but you’re just going to have to deal with the bastard, for better or for worse. Let’s begin….

