Current World Affairs Paper

For this assignment you will be researching any current topic. It could be an analysis of an event, public policy, or simply an issue that you believe is gravely important to the world today. Do not choose one specific news story as a topic, but do include specific stories in your paper/presentation. You must provide:
· Background information

· A well-balanced analysis of the issue (present all sides).  You may take a side but you must present evidence to support your arguments.  You also need to refute any opposition.
· Your own thoughtful reflection
It will help if you choose a topic that you are interested in! 

What your paper/presentation should look like:

- 5 or so pages, double-spaced, Times New Roman, normal margins. Include a title.
- Presentations must be equivalent to a written paper in terms of content!
- Significant amounts of relevant information.

- Shows critical thinking, analysis and insight into the topic/thesis.

- Complete summative information, showing full understanding of the significance and/or impact of the issue.

- Uses sources and references from the bibliography in the paper/presentation in a relevant way and with appropriate referencing.

- Uses a large number (and VARIETY) of sources. Go beyond the Internet! Make phone calls, use print!
- Excellent formal writing/speech, with few, if any, errors in spelling, conventions and syntax.  

- Written/presented in your own words. I will check each paper for plagiarism. If you want to use someone else’s idea, all you have to do is quote them.

- Use either APA or MLA citation, or use parenthetical citations for citing in-text. (Manning 185)
- You must include a comprehensive bibliography

DUE DATES-

Topic Statement Submitted for Approval- Friday, January 20th- This should be no more than one page. Identify what topic you will be researching, why you are interested in it, and offer justification for its study. In other words, why does this topic NEED to be discussed? The approval of your topic will be based on this. (10pts)

Research Update- Tuesday, February 21st- This is a one-page summary of information that you have found so far and the direction that you are headed in your work. Describe your research—do not just list sources. (15 pts)

Final Paper- Wednesday, April 19th- Paper should be proofread, stapled and worthy of publication in a major international journal of social science. (75 pts)
(30% of Final Grade)

