Renaissance Greats and Their Contributions

HUMANIST SCHOLARS

Dante Alighieri (1265-1321) author of Divine Comedy, mythical walk through Purgatory and Hell.

Francesco Petrarch (1304-74) “Father of Humanism”, pioneeered vernacular Italian, wrote On Great Men and Letters to Vergil (glorification of Roman traditions and values) --– “It is better to will the good than know the truth.” ----

Boccaccio (1313-75) author of Decameron, scandalous, anticlerical commentary on Medieval society and effects of Black Death.

Pietro Paolo Vergerio (1349-1420) wrote On the Morals That Befit a Free Man, most influential book on creation of the liberal arts curriculum.

*Manuel Chrysoloras (1350-1415)
gifted Byzantine scholar who introducted classical Greek to Italian Renaissance scholars in Florence in 1390s.   Without his teaching, Greek classics of Thucydides, Plato, Demosthenes, Euripides would have been inaccessible to Europeans.

Desiderius Erasmus (1466-1536), one of the greatest humanists, occupied a position midway between extreme piety and frank secularism.  Wrote In Praise Of Folly
Rudolphus Agricola (1443-1485) may be regarded as the German Petrarch.  His personal influence was more significant than his writings in the promotion of classical education in Germany. He was much praised by Erasmus and other critics of the next generation. In his opposition to scholastic philosophy, he anticipated the intellectual revolution that followed.

François Rabelais (c.1495-1533). Franciscan monk, humanist, and physician, whose comic novels Gargantua and Pantagruel are among the most hilarious classics of world literature. Rabelais' heroes are rude but funny giants traveling in a world full of greed, stupidity, violence, and grotesque jokes. His books were banned by the Catholic Church and later placed on The Index librorum prohibitorumon (the Index of Forbidden Books).

John Colet (c.1467-1519)  travelled to Italy then returned to England in 1489 and was ordained as a priest. He travelled extensively in Europe before returning to teach at Oxford, anticipating Protestantism by returning to the scriptures and approaching them as a scholar. As a result he attacked abuses and idolatry in the Church, believing that the study of the Bible was the only route to holiness, and was accused of heresy by the Bishop of London (case dismissed). He went on to become Dean of St Paul's (1505-19).

He was a leading exponent of Humanism and friend and patron of Erasmus. Among his other achievements was the endowment of St Paul's school in 1509-12 using the fortune he inherited from his father.

	
	


Sir Thomas More (1478-1535) early or conservative humanist.  Wriote Utopia a description of an imaginary communist republic ruled by reason and intended to contrast sharply with the strife-ridden reality of contemporary Europe politics.

 Francis Bacon (1561-1626) represented later or agnostic and skeptical humanism.  he was most interested in the search for scientific truth. Much of Tudor science was based on the work of Aristotle, who had died almost two thousand years earlier, in 322 BC. While many Aristotelian ideas, such as the position of the earth at the centre of the universe, had been overturned, his methodology was still being used. This held that scientific truth could be reached by way of authoritative argument: if sufficiently clever men discussed a subject long enough, the truth would eventually be discovered. Bacon objected, arguing that truth required evidence from the real world
*Leonardo Bruni (1370-1444) created term humanitatis, popularized ideas of human dignity, student of Chrysoloras, chancellor of Florence, practitioner of civic humanism, advocate of Florentine greatness, rallied populace against Florence’s enemies.

*Lorenzo Valla  (1406-57) unintentionally devastating critique of Catholic Church due to his critical scholarship in On the Donation of Constantine, dedicated Catholic who advocated predestination over free will.  In his book, On Pleasure, he argued that true Christians need not live puritanically but instead seek joy and pleasure (influenced Luther and Calvin).

*Poggio Bracciolini  (1380-1459) found complete version of Quintilian’s classic Training of an Orator in the basement of a Swiss monastery, rejects Medieval view of money as evil, arguing that wealth necessary to created art & culture. . . chancellor of Florence.

Guarino da Verona (? – 1460) rector of University of Ferrara, standardized liberal arts curriculum. . . student of Chrysoloras.

Pico della Mirandola (1463-1494) author of Oration on the Dignity of Man . . . argued that men can be angels or pigs.

*Marsilio Ficino (1433-1499)  translated all of Plato’s works from Greek to Latin, thereby making Platonic thought accessible to Europe, moral philosopher who wrote On Avarice (in dialogue format) and On Nobility (those learned men with virtue should govern). . . recreated Plato’s Academy (a collection of scholars who met and discussed ideas) and spread neoplatonism.

Alamanno Rinuccini (1426-1504) wrote On Liberty (only the free man can be noble, wise, and reach his potential).

*Niccolo Machiavelli (1469-1527) author of The Prince, an instructional manual on governance . . . advocated use of fear and absolute power to maintain control and safety of political entity, did hope for a virtuous end result in Italy. . . major break with medieval political tradition.

*Baldassare Castiglione (1478-1529) wrote Book of the Courtier, guide to education of the nobleman (etiquette, languages, history, athleticism, art, military skill) . . . formed much of the “Renaissance Man” ideal.

*Christine de Pisan (1363-1434) author of The City of Ladies, a groundbreaking history of women.  One of the Renaissance’s most gifted scholars, sought after by the courts of Europe.

Francesco Barbaro
wrote about gender roles and the family;  men should choose a virtuous wife over a beautiful or wealthy one

MASTERS OF RENAISSANCE ART

Giotto (1276-1337) known as the "Father of Renaissance Painting", one of the first naturalistic portrayals of humanity in "Funeral of St. Francis of Assissi."

Donatello (1386-1466) first great master of Renaissance sculptor, naturalistic glorification of the individual in his sculptures, often secular themes.  His statue of "David" set the precedent for later Renaissance sculptors.

Masaccio (1401-1428) painter, depicted the emotive human spirit in "The Expulsion of Adam and Eve from the Garden of Eden."

Fra Lippo Lippi  religious brother who continued the tradition of naturalistic and emotional depictions of saints, madonnas, and the baby Christ. . . psychological aspects evident in facial expressions of characters.

Sandro Botticelli (1444-1510) pupil of Fra Lippo Lipppi, hoped to reconcile Greco-Roman and Christian traditions in painting.  Influenced by neoplatonism.  "Allegory of Spring" and "Birth of Venus" perhaps most recognized achievements.

FLORENTINE MASTERS OF THE HIGH RENAISSANCE (1475-1527)

*Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519) genius in fields of philosophy, math, science, anatomy, painting, sculpture, engineering, and military science.   Painted Last Supper and Mona Lisa.

Michelangelo Buonarotti (1475-1564) most famous, gifted, prolific sculptor and painter of the High Renaissance, possibly in history.  Creator of Sistine ceiling, David, tomb of Pope Julius II, etc.

Raphael (1483-1520) creator of "School of Athens" in Pope Julius II's library, seen by some art historians as the perfect Renaissance painting.

