AP European History Syllabus

Course Outline/Syllabus:  Advanced Placement European History

Teacher   Mr. Mainland
keith.mainland@bvsd.org
http://mainlandsocialstudies.weebly.com/
AP European History is a yearlong, college level, history course.  Students can earn college credit by scoring 3 or better on the AP Exam at the end of the year.  
The AP Exam consists of:

· 55 multiple-choice questions (55 minutes, 40 percent)


· Four short-answer questions (45 minutes, 20 percent)


· One document-based question (60 minutes, 25 percent)


· One long essay question (35 minutes, 15 percent)

AP European History covers the history of Europe from the Renaissance to the present.  A cornerstone of this class is mastery of the information in The Western Heritage, which is the class textbook.  I expect students to come to class everyday prepared to discuss, analyze, and interpret the major themes - as well as the specific facts, events, and personalities - of European history.  In order to achieve this level of intellectual engagement, students will need to spend a considerable amount of time reading and reviewing the text, taking detailed notes, and reviewing those notes frequently.  The fruits of this class are learning European history, gaining pride by acquiring the knowledge and skills of a difficult course in the Advanced Placement Program, and earning college credit.

Textbook

Kagan, Donald, et al.  The Western Heritage 11e.  Upper Saddle River, New Jersey:  Prentice Hall, 2016.  

Class Requirements

I expect pride, diligence, and honesty from all my students.  Due to the high level of intellectual engagement required by this course, all students need to come to class fully prepared to discuss the topics and readings. This level of preparedness will be a part of the participation grade. A cornerstone of this class is mastery of the major themes, specific facts, events, and personalities of European history.  Power points will accompany all lectures and discussions to help emphasize these.  I record each lecture and it will be posted in Schoology for anyone absent.  You are expected to be up to date when you return!
Grading

Your grade will be based on the following criteria:

Tests

50%

Participation
15%


Quizzes
25%

Grademakers
10%

Grading Scale

A = 85-100%
B = 70-84%
C = 55-69%
D = 40–54%
There will be 2 tests per semester.  Each will be time restricted to simulate AP test conditions.  There will be a multiple-choice section followed by a Free Response question. (Essay, DBQ or 4 short answer questions)
There will be a quiz every other chapter consisting of 14 multiple-choice questions (of AP level) and 2 short answer questions. (AP style)
Grademakers are ID assignments (about 20-30 per chapter) to be turned in before every test. 
(See Grademaker sheet for required format on the website AP landing page)

Units of Study

1. Late Middle Ages

2. Renaissance and Reformation 1450 – 1550
3. Foundations of Modern Europe 1500 – 1650

4. Nation Building 1600 – 1800

5. Revolutions 1700 – 1850

6. Nationalism and Rivalry 1850 - 1918

7. Imperialism and Wars of 20th century 1850 – 2001

8. Cold War 1945 - 1990

9. New Europe 1990 – 2001

Unit 1
Legacy of the Middle Ages

1. Black Death


i. Discussion: 
What was the impact of Plague on Society at the time?  
ii. Project potential consequences. (political, economic and social)
2. Religion




i. Discussion:  
How much power did the church have at the end of the middle ages? 

ii. What was the foundation for that power?

3. 100 Years War


i. Discussion:
What were the lasting effects of the war?  (social and political)

Unit 2

Renaissance and Reformation

1. Renaissance
i. Discussion:
What was the Renaissance?  

ii. Read Bruckhardt’s definition.  Agree or disagree

iii. How did the Renaissance change world views

1. Humanism/Secularism
i. Origins and concepts.  Read Petrarch excerpts
ii. Read Valla’s Donation of Constantine
2. Politics


i. Machiavelli
Read The Prince excerpt.

ii. Discussion:
Was Machiavelli serious in his views on Rule?  
iii. Relate Machiavelli’s political ideology to present day “rulers”

3. Art


   View PowerPoint of Renaissance Art

i. New innovations (perspective, detail, realistic, portraits)

ii. The masters (Donatello, Michelangelo, Da Vinci, Raphael)

4.  Exploration

i. Discussion:
Who?  Why?  Where?  What was discovered?

ii. Read “The Requirement”, De Las Casas “The Garden Of Eden”
iii. How did these discoveries change European views on religion and society?

iv. Project the potential impact of these discoveries on European society, politics and economics.

5. Reformation
i. Luther/Tetzel and the origins of the issues of the Catholic Church

ii. 2nd Generation of Protestants.  Handout “Radical Christian Groups”.  Splits in Protestantism
iii. Read “What If” – Luther Burned (Geoffrey Parker)

iv. Henry VIII and English Reformation.  Anti-Catholic legislation passed.  Role of religion in politics.
v. Counter Reformation.  Discuss the success of the Jesuits.  
    Read Decrees from the Council of Trent
vi. Baroque Art purpose and examples

QUIZ CH 10 + 11

Unit 3

Foundation of Western Europe

1. France – Wars of Religion
i. Origins.  War of the 3 Henrys
ii. Henry IV/Navarre and Edict of Nantes

iii. Discussion:
30 Years War Political or Religious?

2. Spain and its Empire

i. Dutch revolt

ii. Discussion:
Impact of extended empire

3. Tudor England

i. Role of Religion in politics.  Policies passed to keep Catholics out
ii. Impact of Edward VI attitude to religion compare with May Tudor  Read the death of 
iii. Elizabethan era.  
iv. View Excerpts from HBO’s “Elizabeth”.  
v. Read “Speech before the Armada”.  Discussion:  The role of women.  Was Elizabeth an exception?

vi. View “Monarchy:  The Tudors” BBC Production.  Was Elizabeth a Politique?
4. Absolutism

i. Define.  Read Bousset’s Essay on Divine Right of Kings

ii. Stuarts, Cromwell, Glorious Revolution

iii. Read “What If” Charles Does Not Leave (Theodore Kapp)

iv. Discussion:
How does England go from having a Parliament that is dictated to by the King to having a Parliament that dictates the role of the King?
v. Louis XIII – Louis XV and their administrators.  Why does France continue to be absolutist while England develops a democracy?  What is the impact on the other European Monarchies? 
vi. Discussion:
What is a Politique?  Who demonstrates the characteristics of a politique?  Support your views.

QUIZ CH 12 + 13

5. Scientific Revolution

i. Medieval Science and Thought. (Aristotle, Aquinas, Ptolemy)

ii. Development of Astronomy – Copernicus, Brahe, Kepler.

iii. Role play the Trial of Galileo

iv. Discussion:
How much was the Church hurt by new science?

v. View “The Day the Universe Changed” #5

vi. New philosophies (Bacon, Descartes, Hobbes, Locke)

vii. Read Excerpts from the above

viii. Discussion:
Does Hobbes or Locke propose a more realistic description of human nature?  Of good government?
ix. View “Holy Grail” Witch Scene – What was accurate and what were the jokes made about?
x. Discussion:
What was the medieval view of Women?  How was this changing?  Were the witch-hunts misogynistic? 
TEST 1
Unit 4

Nation Building

1. Netherlands Golden Age

i. Factors that led to Dutch dominance.

ii. Examples of prosperity – use of art to show what was happening!

2. Economics

i. Dutch Joint Stock Companies, Mississippi Bubble

3. Parliament/Parlement/Divan/Holy Roman Empire

i. How the institutions of Government work (England, France, HRE, Ottoman Empire, Poland and Russia)

4. Formation of Prussia and Russia
i. Peter’s Military Reforms, Frederick’s Military

ii. Discussion:
Compare the lasting effects of the new military in Russia and Prussia

iii. Read “Renaissance In Russia” (Lindsey A.J. Hughes), Peter’s Letters to his son Alexei
QUIZ CH 14 + 15

5. European Society 

i. How various classes of people lived in different countries in Europe?  Regime Ancien, similarities with classes across the continent.
ii. Agrarian and industrial changes, their impact on society and gender roles.  Why was Eastern Europe slower to change?
iii. Rococo art

6. Atlantic trade and Colonial Empire

i. Columbian exchange.  Who befitted?
ii. Read “High Price of Sugar” by Susan Miller, “Food That Changed the World” and “Disease Migration” by Geoffrey Cowley
iii. Discussion:
The impact of the new foods on Europe.  Project the effect.  How will these new foods be important?

iv. Wars of mid 1700s (7 Years war and its effect on the balance of power in Europe and globally)
QUIZ CH 16 + 17

7. Enlightenment

i. What is Enlightenment?  Read Kant’s essay

ii. Development of intellectual thought and its impact on society and politics

iii. Read :  “Vindication of the Rights of Women”, “Wealth of Nations”, “Social Contract”, “On Crime and Punishments”, “On Miracles” excerpts
iv. Discussion:
Are the assertions true?  Have these issues been solved?  How do these writings influence world thinking?
TEST 2
Unit 5

Revolutions

1. US Revolution 
i. Look at Declaration of Independence and US Constitution – what elements of Enlightened thought are included. 

ii. Discussion:
What was the impact of American independence on Europe?

2. French Revolution
i. Read “Grievances of the Third Estate”, “Republic of Virtue” by Robespierrre, “Reflections of the Revolution” by Burke

ii. Discuss Edmund Burke's Reflections of the Revolution in France. 
iii. Did the course of the revolution bear out Burke's predictions?  Were his criticisms justified?
iv. Does the French Revolution deserve the credit it receives?  English did it first, and the French Revolution was just as unsuccessful

QUIZ CH 18 + 19

3. Napoleon

i. Napoleon’s rise and effect on Europe, and the Americas
ii. View “History’s Turning Points” - Napoleon’s Invasion of Russia

iii. Read “What If’ - Napoleon Wins at Waterloo by Alistair Horne
iv. Discussion of readings
v. Congress of Vienna Role playing game.  Was the Congress of Vienna successful in achieving peace?  Balance of Power?
vi. Rise of Romanticism.  Why now?  What were its impacts? 
4. New ISMS

i. Nationalism:    Definition, examples, role in independence movements
ii. Liberalism:      Definition, development (political vs social), national examples
iii. Conservatism: Definition, reaction to new ideas, national examples

QUIZ CH 20 + 21

5. Industrialization

i. Discussion:
Why was Britain the first to industrialize?

ii. Social implications of industrial revolution, gender roles

iii. Read various accounts of conditions of industrial living/working/growth
iv. Read Malthus “Principals of Population”, Marx “Communist Manifesto”
v. Discussion:
Why were Malthus and Marx wrong in their assessments of the future?  Will they ultimately prove to be right?
vi. View “Day the Universe Changed” #6



TEST 3
Unit 6

Nationalism and Rivalry

1. Nation States 

i. Crimea:  The first modern war?  Political implications.
ii. Read “Charge of the Light Brigade” Alfred Lord Tennyson.  How is this symbolic of the issues of modern war?  Foreshadow WWI?

iii. Italy:  
Unification and political implications.  Read various excerpts from leaders (Cavour, Victor Emmanuel)
iv. Prussia:  Unification and political implications Read Ems Dispatch.  How does this show Bismarck’s brilliance?
v. Russia:
  Peasant resentment. 
vi. Britain:  Reform movements, Irish question.



QUIZ CH 22 + 23

2.  Society

i. Development of industrial society:  middle class, changing cityscape, jobs for women.
ii. Read excerpts from “Rerum Novarum” Pope Pius XI.  Discuss the implications of religion’s role in economic and social affairs.  Compare to current Papal role of Benedict I.
iii. Women’s rights movements in France, UK and US
iv. Read “Why We Are Militant” by E. Pankhurst, “The Subjection of Women” by J.S. Mill, “Mrs. Warren’s Profession” by George Bernard Shaw
v. Discussion:  Should women be treated as equals?  Now?  Are there things women should not be able to do on an equal footing?

vi. Labour movements across the continent.  Development of Unions.
vii. Read “The Man Versus The State” by Herbert Spencer

viii. Discussion:
What Party would Spencer represent in the US?  Why?

3. New Science

i. New science:
Technology, ideas.  Have they improved the world?  Unforeseen impacts?
ii. View “Day the Universe Changed” #9  
iii. Read “Origin of Species” and “Descent of Man” excerpts.
iv. Discussion:
How did these ideas affect society, religion?

v. New Philosophies:  Realism and Modernism, (Dickens, Zola, Nietzsche, Freud, Weber, Keynes, Woolf)
TEST 4
Unit 7

Imperialism and War

1. Paths to War

i. Imperialism:
definition, motives, international relations, societal impact for colony and colonizers.
ii. Read:  “White Man’s Burden” by Rudyard Kipling and “Black Man’s Burden” by HT Johnson
iii. Alliance system:  Role playing game  

iv. World War 1:
New weapons, death and destruction, power point, “Waltzing Matilda” song, letter from grandfather from WW I.      “ In Flanders Fields” by John McCrae

v. Russian Revolution:  Read, “What is to be Done” VI Lenin.  

vi. Discussion:  Why were Russians more ready to revolt than other European countries?
vii. Versailles


viii. Discussion
How were the desires of the various powers dealt with? Was the division of Europe fair? Was Versailles’ failure predictable?
2. Between the Wars

i. USSR:  Stalin, modernization and the 5 year plans.  Were they successful?  At what cost?
ii. Mussolini and fascist Italy

iii. Weimar republic and Hitler

iv. Post WW 1 in the rest of Europe – fear of communism…
v. The Depression:  View “Breadline” video.  

vi. Read:  Various accounts of the effects of the depression

vii. Discussion:
Why did the depression have such varying effects on politics in Europe?
QUIZ CH 26 + 27

3. World War II

i. Path to war: Hitler’s goals, appeasement

ii. Read “Mein Kampf” by A. Hitler, “In Defense of Appeasement” by N. Chamberlain,    “A Disaster of the First Magnitude” by W Churchill.

iii. Discussion:  Why was Europe so blind to Hitler?  Could war have been avoided?

iv. WW II
v. Holocaust:  Why, who.  View “Memories of the Camps”

vi. The bomb and peace.  View “Redraw Europe”

QUIZ CH 28 + 29

TEST 5
Unit 8

Cold War

1.  Cold War

i. Origins, definition, 
ii. Read “What If” Funeral in Berlin – David Clay Large

iii. Containment, Truman Doctrine and Marshall Plan

iv. View ABC News Series “Cold War” excerpts
2.  Eastern Bloc  and 1956

i. NATO and Warsaw Pact

ii. Germany divided, Berlin Airlift
iii. Poland

iv. Hungary – opposition to Soviet control
v. Czechoslovakia – opposition to Soviet control – differences from Hungary
vi. Suez crisis – How did this show the new relationship between Europe and USA
3.  Decolonization

i. India

ii. Israel

iii. Algeria

iv. Vietnam

v. How did each represent the benefits and pitfalls of independence?

Unit 9

Modern Europe

1. European Unification

i. EEC and EU

ii. Gorbachev, Glasnost and Perestroika
iii. Poland and Solidarity

iv. Collapse of USSR

v. Split of Yugoslavia – speaker 

2. Problems in New Europe
i. Former Eastern bloc and reunification

ii. Islam in Europe

iii. Political ideologies

iv. Society in new Europe

QUIZ CH 30 + 31
TEST 6
