Current World Affairs

	This class is designed to enhance student awareness of world events, their history and possible affect.  Students are expected to keep up with current affairs around the world and be able to discuss them in class.  Students will also be asked to voice their own views about issues and events.

Class Expectations and Requirements

Participation
	Participation in this class is vital.  Part of the requirement is expression of ideas.  
Because of the nature of discussion, it is important that everyone feel free to voice his or her own views and ideas.  Therefore there will be no tolerance of racial, gender, religious or any other type of slur.  When one person is talking, show courtesy and listen to them.  All student views will be heard.  Some of the topics will be controversial.  
	
Written work
Short write ups covering topics discussed in class will be assigned every week.  These should include the student’s own views as well as those aired in the class. (see below)
In addition students will complete a project on a topic of their own choice (must be cleared with the teacher) that is relevant to World Issues.  The completion and presentation of the project can take either of the following forms – written paper (with citations and bibliography), presentation (with visuals and bibliography)

Homework
	Knowledge of events occurring around the world is very important to the class.  Students are expected to watch the news and news programs (60 minutes, Frontline, Nova) read newspapers and newsmagazines (Time, Newsweek, International Herald Tribune, NYT), and use reputable news web sites (BBC, CNN, NPR etc).  After each block day discussion there will be a write up due on Schoology.


Grading Policies Current World Affairs
Participation		30%
Final			15%
Write Ups		30%	
[bookmark: _GoBack]Homework		25%

