Ch. 10 French Revolution
French Revolution Guiding Questions

1. What were the weaknesses of the French monarchy?  How did France's economic situation influence the revolution?   What was the nature of the government of 1784?  Did it have a chance to succeed?

2. Evaluate the following:  “The French Revolution put the ideas of the Enlightenment into action.” 

Explain the historiography & 3 divisions of the French Revolution.

3. What groups were dissatisfied with the constitution of 1791?  What was the second revolution of 1792 and why did it occur?

4. Who were the sans-culottes and how did they become a factor in the politics of the period?  How influential were they during the Terror in particular?

5. Who were the Jacobins?  What divisions appeared within this group during the course of the revolution and what happened to them in the end?

6. What motivated Robespierre?  How did his leadership influence the “Reign of Terror”?

7. What was the role of women in the French Revolution?  What  were their demands and contributions?  Did they achieve any legal gains or improvements  in education?   Be specific in your analysis.

8. Discuss Edmund Burke's Reflections of the Revolution in France.  Did the course of the revolution bear out out Burke's predictions?  Were his criticisms justified?

9. A motto of the French Revolution was "equality, liberty and fraternity."  How did the revolution both support and violate this motto?

10. Was the rise of Napoleon a logical conclusion to the revolution?

1. French economic situation

2. Parlements
3. Estates General

4. bourgeoisie

5. cahiers de doleances
6. Tennis Court Oath
7. "Great Fear"

8. Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen

9. Women’s March

10. Olympe de Gouges


11. Confiscation of church land and Assignats

12. Jacobins
13. Edmund Burke/European attitudes
14. Paris Commune

15. Reign of Terror/Committee of Public Safety

16. Robespierre 

17. de-Christianization
18. Removal of the old regime
19. Thermidorian Reaction

20. Directory

